THE   GREAT   SOCIAL  REVOLUTIONS
the King, the nobility, the gentry and the wealthy middle
classes who united against them, although, owing to
religious and political differences, the two fronts were
not always identical with the classes. As ever, some of
the leaders of the revolution came from the higher
classes : Hampden, Ireton, Pym, Bradshaw, Lambert,
and Cromwell himself belonged to the gentry, but the
overwhelming majority were of low birth. Cromwell's
own brother-in-law, Colonel Jones, had been a servant,
Admiral Deane also; Downing, his Ambassador at
the Hague, had been brought up in an orphanage ;
General Hewson had been a shoemaker; General Whalley
a cloth worker; Colonel Pride, who carried out the famous
purge of the Long Parliament, a carrier; Colonel Tich-
borne, a weaver ; General Goffe, a merchant clerk. The
most influential members of Cromwell's Council were men
of lowest descent; their enemies never ceased to throw
it in their faces. It was a thing that would previously
have been quite impossible. It is true that Cromwell
himself by no means shared the religious communism
of the Levellers ; he had no thought of helping to estab-
lish their " Fifth Empire ", he wanted to found a new
dynasty and to create a new nobility as Napoleon did
later. These, however, were plans and dreams of his ;
his real power was based on the loyalty of an army
composed of men of the people and led by men of the
people. With the economic interests of the wealthy
middle classes, the revolution had nothing whatever to
do.1 Nor did the middle classes gain power by it; the
1 Not a single merchant was a member of Cromwell's Council of State,
and only very few were members of his Parliament, He was not on friendly
terms with the City, which disapproved of his policy and of his wars.
It is probable that Cunow or whosoever was his authority* had in
mind the Navigation Act, which did indeed further English commerce
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